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QUA THANH BAN PHU
TRO LAI VAN PE THUC PHAN - AN DUONG VUONG
TRONG LICH SU VIET NAM

Pinh Ngoc Vién

Van dé nguén géc Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong va su ra doi cua nude Au Lac 1a mot
trong nhiing van dé cot 18i trong lich sir dung nude va giit nuée ciia Viét Nam. Vi vay né da
thu hat sy quan tim cua nhiéu nha khoa hoc ca trong va ngoai nude tir hang trim nam nay.

Trong qua trinh nghién ctru cic nha hoc gia déu ghi nhan: Nudc Au Lac ké tiép nudc
Vin Lang va An Duong Vuong ké ngdi Vua Hung 13 nhitng su kién, nhan vat lich st co
that. Song cho dén nay, xung quanh van dé ngudn géc Thuc Phan -An Duong Vuong va su
ra doi ciia nha nuwéc Au Lac van c6 nhiéu y kién khac nhau. Nhiing tai liéu co xua nhét &
Trung Qubc nhu Giao Chdu Ngoai vue ky,Qudng Chdu ky déu ghi An Duong Vuong la
"Thuc Vuong Tu" (Con Vua Thuc). Sach Hau Han thu khi chép vé quin Giao Chi ciing chti
thich: "Pay 1a nudc cii cia An Duong Vuong...." Mot sé sach ¢6 khac ¢ Trung Qudc ciing
ghi rang An Duong Vuong 13 con vua Thuc, nhung khéng cho biét xuat x{r cu thé cua vua
Thuc va Vua Thuc la ai, vi tri cia nudc Thuc & dau?...

Mot sb bd sir sach ¢d xua cua Viét Nam nhu Viét sir lwoc (Thé ky XIV) cling c6 mot
ciu vé ngudn gdc cua An Duong Vuong la: "Cubi doi Chu, Hung Vuong bi con vua Thuc 1a
Phan danh dudi ma 1én thay. Phan dip thanh & Viét Thuong (C6 Loa -Péng Anh) xung hiéu
la An Duong Vuong, khong thong hiéu véi nha Chu'. Dén thé ky XV, khi bién soan Pai
viét sit ky toan thw - Ngd Si Lién dwa vao sach Linh Nam chich qudi chép vé An Duong
Vuong rd hon va tach thanh mot ky goi 13 "Ky nha Thuc", ong viét rang: "An Duong
Vuong ho Thuc, tén huy la Phén, ngudi Ba Thuc, ¢ ng6i 50 nam,doéng d6 & Phong Khé (nay
1a thanh C6 Loa).

Giap Thin, nim tht nhat (257 -TCN). Vua di kiém tinh nuwéc Vin Lang, doi quéc
n2.

hiéu 1am Au Lac

Nha str hoc Ngo Thi Si - cudi thé ky XVIII khi chép vé An Duong Vuong ciing nhic
lai giébng nhu Pai Viét sir ky toan thw, nhung di bac bo gia thuyét An Duong Vuong "ho
Thuc". "An Duong Vuong huy Phan, ngudi Ba Thuc. Khéng dung""
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Vi thoi ky d6 cac sir gia phong kién Viét Nam cho rang Thuc Phan - An Duong
Vuong 1a con Vua Thuc, ngudi goc Ba Thuc (T& Xuyén - Trung Qudc) 1ap nude Au Lac
vao nam 257TCN. Pén nam 1821, Phan Huy Cht, bién soan bo Lich triéu hién chwong logi
chi dang 1én vua Minh Ménh ciing ghi: "An Duong Vuong tén 13 Phan, nguoi Ba Thuc"*

Pén thoi vua Tu Dtc (1848 - 1883) bo thong sit Khdm dinh Viét Sir théng gidm
cwong muc, da néu nghi van: "Nudc Thuyc tir nim thir 5 doi Than Tinh Vuong nha Chu (316
nam TCN), da lai nha Téan diét rdi, lam gi con vua nira? Huéng chi tr Thuc dén Vian Lang,
con c6 dat Kién Vi (nay thuéc Van Nam), dat Da Lang, dat Cung, dat Tac, va dat Nhiém
Mang (Nhimg dit nday xua kia 1a dit rg moi ¢ vé phia Ty va Nam, nay thudc Van Nam)
cach hang hai ba ngan dam, c6 1€ nao Thuc vuot qua dugc cac nude éiy ma sang danh léy
nudc Vin Lang™ Trong Viét Nam st lwoc, Tran Trong Kim, khi d& cap dén ngudn gbc cua
Nha Thuc ciing khang dinh: "Nha Thuc chép trong str nudc ta khong phai 1a nha Thuc bén
Tau (nghia 1a Ba Thuc & Tt Xuyén). Ngb Tat Té ciing khang dinh rang: "Nudc Nam khong
c6 6ng An Duong Vuong nha Thyc"*.

Céc sir gia tir thoi phong kién Viét Nam da nghi ngo ca vé thoi gian va khong gian qua
d6 co thé thy ngay duoc 1a nudc Thuc (Ba Thuc) di bi diét vao ndm 316 TCN. Vua Thuc cudi
cung la Khai Minh da bi giét ¢ Vi Duong va Thai tir con Vua Thuc cling tu chét & Bach Loc
Son. Vi vay khéng thé c6 "Con vua Thuc" vuot hang ngan dim ndi rimg, qua linh thd cta
nhiéu nudc dé ma tién danh va chiém Van Lang nam 257 TCN dugc. Sy khac biét dén mau
thuan d6 cang 1am 13 thém nhiing cin ctr dang nghi ngd, cho nén c6 thé phu dich gia thuyét
ngudn gbc Ba Thyc cua Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong.

Viéc nghién ctru vé Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong, cang ngdy cang dugc nhiéu
ngudi quan tim nhat 1a sau khi hoa binh 1ap lai & Mién Bic. Vi day la giai doan dau tién cta
thoi ky dung nude. Cho nén di thu duge mot sé két qua mdi, phat hién thém vé tu lidu, tir
d6 mot sb gia thiét mé&i duoc dit ra.

Nam 1963 khi cic nha nghién ctru dan toc hoc phat hién truyén thuyét "Cau chua
cheng Viia", "Chin chua tranh vua" 1a ciu truyén c6 rat pho bién trong ving déng bao Tay,
Cao Bang. Noi dung cau chuyén la: Khoang cudi thoi Hung Vuong, ¢ Phia Nam Trung
Quéc c6 mot nudce tén 1a Nam Cuong, bao gdm mién Tay tinh Quang Tay (Trung Qudc) ca
ving Cao Bang ngay nay, Nam Cuong c6 10 xr Muong, trong ¢6 mot X muong trung tim
1a noi Vua &, d6 1a kinh ¢6 Nam Binh (nay 1a Cao Binh, Hung Pao, Hoa An, Cao Béng) con
9 xr mudng xung quanh do chin chiia mudng cai quan. Thuc Phan tuy con nho tudi nhung
to ra 1a nguoi thong minh tai can. Phéan lién thach 9 chua cing nhau d4u vé, ai thang s& duoc
nhudng ngodi vua. Két qua ddu vo 1a bat phan thing bai, nén khéng ai ximg dang dugc
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nhudng ngdi vua. Thuc Phan lai bay ra cudc dua tai, ai gioi nghé gi thi lam nghé d6, hen ba
ngay ba dém thi két thic, ai hoan thanh dung han s& duoc lam vua. Céc chia da thach nhau :
Di Trung Qudc 14y tréng dong, dung cung bin trui hét 14 da, lam mot nghin bai tho, nhé ma
bai Phiéng Pha dem cdy ¢ canh day Tong Chup, dong thuyén rong, d&o da lam qudc, nung
voi gach dé xay thanh Vua, liy ludi cay mai thanh trim chiéc kim. Thuc Phan mot mat ky
giao kéo dé cac chua thi ddu voi nhau, mit khac chon chin cung nit ¢6 du tai sic, van vd
kiém toan, 1én di theo cac chua, dung my nhan ké dé mé hodc cac chiia va lam thét bai cudc
dua tai ctia ho, khi sap sira thanh cong. Két qua 1a cac chua thi nhau mét rat nhiéu cong stc
ma khong chua nao thang cudc. Thuc Phan van giit ngdi vua. Cac chua déu quy phuc. Nudc
Nam Cuong trd nén cudng thinh. Lac dé nude lang giéng Vin Lang suy yéu lai dang dimg
trudc hoa xam liang ciia nha Tan, Vua Hung da giao quyén chi huy khang chién chéng Tan
cho Thuc Phan, sau khi khang chién thing lgi. Thuc Phan di dugc vua Hiung nhuong ngdi
va sap nhap hai ving lanh thd thanh 1ap nudc Au Lac, hiéu 13 An Duong Vuong, dong dé &
C6 Loa (Pong Anh - Ha Noi).

Truyén thuyét (Chin chia tranh vua) con duge minh chimg bang céc di tich, di vat va dia
danh cy thé tai Cao Bang nhu Tong Lan (trdng lan) ¢ xd Thinh Vuong huyén Nguyén Binh, Tong
Chiip (xa Hung Pao, huyén Hoa An); Khau Lira (xa Bé Triéu, huyén Hoa An) d6i goc d4 khong
16 ¢ Ban Thanh (X& Bé Triéu, Hoa An), cay da c6 thu & Cao Binh (x Hung Pao), bai Phiéng Pha
(x4 Mai Long - Nguyén Binh) cac dia danh 1am tho, mai kim, dun gach, xay thanh déu tap trung &
Cao Bang. Gia thuyét vé ngudn gdc Thuc Phan 13 ngudi ban dia con duoc phan anh trong cac
than tich, ngoc pha, trong cac ghi thirc thd cing, trong ky te dan gian, An Duong Vuong - Thuc
Phan ludén ludén 1a mot nguodi cd cong dung nude, gitt nude, nhu mot vi anh hung dugc ton kinh.

Tir truyén thuyét trén, nhiéu nha nghién ctru di tap trung hudéng vé Cao Bang tim qué
hwong Phuc Phan va tin rang Phuc Phan 13 mét thu linh ciia mot lién minh b lac nguoi Tay
Au 6 Phia Bic nu6c Vin Lang, v6i lién minh b lac d6 1a nudc "Nam Cuong, gém 10 xtr
muong (9 muong cua chin chiia va mot muong trung tdm ctia Thuc Phan), tic 10 bd lac hop
thanh, véi dia ban cu tri gdm ving nam Quang T4y, Cao Béng va c6 thé rong hon, ca ving
nui rimg, phia Bic Bic B, ma trung tim la Cao Bing"'. Gido su Pao Duy Anh cho biét:
"Sy phat hién truyén thuyét cia ngudi Tay trén kia di khién chung toi thay doi it nhiéu ¥
kién tranh céi trc thuyét vé sy thanh 1ap nudc Au Lac ma chung t6i d3 trinh bay trong sach
lich st ¢b dai Viét Nam". Gido su viét: "Chung ta co thé no6i mot cach dai khai ré‘mg mién
Nam song Ta Giang va luu vuc song Hiru Giang cung véi thuong luu cac song Lo, song
Gam, song Cau 1a dia ban sinh tu cta nhirng bo lac Tay Au hop thanh bo lac lién hi¢p Nam
Cuong ma Thyc Phan 13 ti truong t6i cao"? Trong bai ban vé nudc Au Lac va An Duong
Vuong, tac gia Nguyén Duy Hinh cho rang Thyc Phan la nguoi ding dau mot nhom Lac
Viét, Tay Au 1a mot nuée cia nguoi Viét, do do cude xung dot Hung - Thuc thuc chét 1a
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cudc dau tranh ndi bd nguoi Au Lac"l' bén nay nhiéu than tich va truyén thuyét vé Hung
Vuong va An Duong Vuong coi Thuc Phan thudc dong doi, tong phai hoac 1a "Chau ngoai"
cua Vua Hung.

Qua nhimg tu liéu thu lich va tu liéu truyén thuyét trén, ching ta c6 thé khang dinh:
Thyc Phan khong thé 1a con Vua nudc Ba Thuc & T Xuyén (Trung Qudc). Ma co thé khang
dinh 6ng 1a nguoi Tay co, thu linh lién minh B lac Tdy Au ma Trung tdm 1a Cao Bang. Piéu
d6 con duoc minh chimg rd hon 14 trong truyén thuyét c6 "Cau chila cheng V" ¢6 chira dyng
nhiéu yéu t6 hop 1y, chira dyng nhimg hat nhén lich st ctia nd, vi vdy can phai khai thac va
nghién ctru k¥ hon, sau hon. Bén nay nhimg tap tuc, truyén thuyét dan gian tai C6 loa va cung
xung quanh ciing phu hop véi cach 1y giai vé ngudén géc Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong 1a
ngudi Tay c6 gidng nhu truyén thuyét "Chin chiia tranh Vua". "Trong tam thirc dan gian ving
Cb Loa ludn ghi nhé ngudn gbe "ngudi thuong du" mét ti truéng mién nui" ctia Vua Thuc.
Tham chi truyén thuyét can né 1o qué géc cta Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong la Cao Béng" 2

Nhu vay khong chi nhan dan Cao Bing va cac nha khoa hoc khiang dinh Thuc Phan -
An Duong Vuong c6 ngudn ge & Cao Bang ma ca mot phan nhan dan & phia Bic - Bic B,
tir xa xua di coi Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong c6 qué gbc & Cao Bang. Piéu d6 phu hop
v6i thue té lich st va diéu d6 minh chimg thém cho su hop 1y giita truyén thuyét v6i nhiing
hat nhan lich st, 16n hon 1a diéu do hop voi nhan dinh cta cac nha khoa hoc Viét Nam va
nude ngoai khi nghién ctru vé ¢o st Viét Nam.

Hién nay kinh d6 xua ctia nuéc Nam Cuong van con dau tich kha 16 nét, kinh do
Nam Binh lic d6 gom hai vong thanh (Xem so dd) vong ngoai c6 chu vi khoang 5km bao
gdm ca mot khu doi thap, phia T4y chay song song véi bd Song Bang khoang trén 1 km dén
dau lang B6 Ma 1a bo thanh phia Pong Nam chay qua truéc mat Ban phi hién nay ciing hon
1km. Dén ngi ba duong & 1én Ptrc Chinh lai chay theo qudc 16 4 ciing hon 1km. Xung
quanh chan doi duoc bat dyng dimg nhu mot btrc twong thanh tu nhién, nén thuan loi cho
viéc x4y dung phong tuyén bao vé. Con Hoang cung noi vua & nim ¢ mot khu dat bang
phang d6 1a thanh Ban Pha ngay nay.

Thanh Ban Phu dén nay van con déu tich kha 13 nét, thanh duoc xay dung & mot vi
tri rat dep va quay mit sang huéng Pong nam, thanh c6 hinh chit nhat, chiéu dai hon hon
100m, chiéu rong khoang 70m. Phia truéc thanh 1a Ho sen rong khoang 7ha va canh dong
Cao Binh bang phing; tiép d6 1a canh dong Tong Chup, trudc d6 goi la canh dong Tong
Quang c6 nghia 13 canh dong rong, sau cudc dua tai cua chia Tién Pat chua ciy hét (con
bang cai nén) nén dugc goi la canh déng Tong Chiip. Gan chan thanh 1a giéng ngoc (nay goi
13 B6 Phu) nuéc trong vit quanh nim. Gan hd sen 13 DPén Giao va Thién Thanh twong
truyén 13 noi vua té 1 troi dat. Bén phai va bén trai thanh con c6 vudn hoa (Pao Vién) Cung
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Hoang Hau, nhan dan quen goi 1a Pong Tam va mot bén 1a khu vuc danh cho cac cung nit.
Phia trén khu ddi goi 1a Thom Dang tic 1 khu vuc nudi voi, khu vuc danh cho cac em nho
goi 1a HO nhi; Gan Ban Phu 1a cay da C6 Thu tuong truyén la chua Kim Dan d3 dung cung
tén ban gan trui hét 14. Ra khoi vong thanh ngoai, gin Pau Go hién nay c6 mot doi gude da
khong 16 chua kip duc 16 x6 quai, d6 1a két qua thi tai ciia chua Van Thang; tiép tuc di theo
qudc 16 4 khoang 1Km & bén phai duong c6 mot qua doi goi 1a Khau Lira tirc d6i thuyén,
theo truyén thuyét d6 1a con thuyén ma chaa Ngoc Ting chua kip 1at. Di dién v6i Khau
Lira & bén kia Song Bang 1a Thanh Na Lit (c6 dén Vua Lé, hang nam ciing t6 chirc 18 hoi
Vvao ngay mung 6 thang Giéng) con thiéu mot ctra thanh do cudc dua tai cua Thanh Giang bi
b6 do... Con cac chua lam tho, mai kim.. déu bo dé vi khi cudc thi gan dén thing loi thi
nghe tiéng tréng cua Quang Thac vang 1én, cac chia tuong Quang Thac dd gianh chién
thang. Nhung ca Quang Thac ciing bi tring my nhan ké cua Thuc Phan nén dé tréng lan
xudng vuc ma kéu am 1én vang vong ca nui rimg, noi tréng lan goi 1a Tong Lan.

Nhu vay 1a tir thanh Ban Pha - Thyuc Phan da t6 chuc cudc thi va gianh théng loi
trude cac chua. Nay cac dia danh, cac cau truyén gén lién v&i cudc thi van con in sdu dam
trong ky trc nhan dan. Pong thoi trong tdm thirc dan gian van con nhiéu tap tuc - Co thé goi
la mot loai hinh van hod toc nguoi luu lai va lién quan dén Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong
va thanh C6 Loa. D6 13 cac biéu tuong Rua vang, Ga tring, trong d6 ga tring pha hoai viéc
xay thanh C6 Loa, Rua vang gitp xay thanh. Ga tring va Rua vang co thé goi 1a nhitng linh
vat c6 y nghia biéu tuong trong dan toc Tay. Hién nay nhan dan van coi Rua vang 1a than
rua gitp stc, pht tro nhan din lam nhimg viéc tét dep, an nghia, chong lai ma quy, ké
thu...Trong dan toc Tay, con Rua dugc nhan dan quy trong ton tho. Con ga thi lai khac, biéu
tuong ga la "vat ki thac linh hon", ga gan lién v6i bong dém va sy chét troc; hién nay trong
dong bao Tay van coi "Ma ga" (Phi Cay) la hién tuong dang so, vi N6 giy tai hoa cho con
nguoi khi bi "Ma ga" nhép, hién nay ngudi Tay van coi ga tring 1a "Cay khoan" tirc 1a ga goi
hén khi 1am 1& "Don 1au" cho tré em, thuong sach theo con ga va thudng dung ga trang dé
phuc vu trong 18 nay" nhu véy 14 ga tring da thanh tinh né bj coi 1a con vat mang tai hoa dén
con nguoi. Vi vy dong bao Tay kiéng nudi ga tring, kiéng thit ga tring trong nhitng dip 18
vui mumng... tir nhitng quan niém d6 dén nhitng phong tuc, tdp quan ctia ngudi Tay vé Rua
vang va Ga trang, c6 thé thay 1& "Su tuong dong voi nhiing chi tiét trong truyén thuyét An
Duong Vuong xay thanh C6 Loa" nhitng nét twong dong iy phai ching c6 coi ngudn tir
ngudn gbc Tay co ciia Thuc phan - An Duong Vuong. Vi nha vua 1a Tay ¢6 nén nhiing quan
niém, phong tuc c6 cua nguoi Tay di dwoc dua dén ving dit C6 Loa'™.

Khéng chi nhu vy ma gan day (Nhitng nim 1960 cta thé ky truéc) & Cao Bang con
luu truyén "Slira Noc Soa" (tirc 40 16ng chim tri ) va "Slira Noc Cot" (tirc 4o 10ng chim Bim
Bim) va mot loai sang hon 1a "Slira Cay Nhung" tirc 40 ga cong. D6 1a nhitng chiéc 4o gan
vé6i chiée "ao 16ng ngdng" ctia My Chau - va My Chau ciing chinh 13 bién 4m cua tiéng Tay

! Tac gia bai nay di phai méc 4o vang xach theo con ga trong I& "don 1au" nam 1961
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"Mé Chuaa" hay "Mé Chau" déu la Ba chua, Ba chi. Ngay ca dia danh C6 Loa, cac nha ngén
ngit - Dan toc hoc lich sir da phan tich ngudn gdc bién am tir Ké Lii, nhimng dia danh c6 tén
Ké & Cao Bing khong phai it, gin thanh Ban Phu bén kia Séng Bang c6 Ké Giang, Ké
Nong... Rdi Ca Lo, Co Ly twong tng véi Ca L & C6 Loa... rat nhiéu nhing dia danh xung
quanh thanh C6 Loa va Ban Pha C6 soi day lién hé va d6 1a nhimg chtng tich cho ta thay rd
moi day lién hé giita kinh 6 Nam Binh véi kinh d6 Loa Thanh cua Thuc Phan - An Duong
Vuong. D6 14 qua trinh phat trién hop 1y lién tuc, c6 tinh ké tuc diéu d6 gop phan 1am sang
to va khang dinh chac chan gia thuyét: Thuc Phan c6 nguén goc & Cao Bang di tham gia
vao viéc thanh lap nudc Au Lac, dong gop vao qua trinh dung nude trong giai doan dau tién
cua lich st Viét Nam.



PASSING BAN PHU BARRACK
REVIEW OF THUC PHAN - AN DUONG VUONG DYNASTY
IN THE HISTORY OF VIET NAM

Dinh Ngoc Vien

Cao Bang Communist party Committee

The origin of Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong and the formation of Au Lac nation are
one of the pivotal factors in the Vietnamese history of foundation and defense, so these have
drew attention of many home and foreign researchers for hundreds of years.

In their researches, it is believed that the Au Lac nation succeeded Van Lang nation
and King An Duong Vuong succeeded king Hung . They were the real people in the history.
So far , there have been different opinions of the origin of Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong
and the formation of Au Lac nation. It s acknowledged in the most antique book from China
“ Giao Chau ngoai vuc ky “ and Quang Chau ky “ that An Duong vuong was the “ Thuc
Vuong Tu “ (The son of King Thuc) . The book of the Chinese “ Hau Han thu “ annotated
Giao Chi Region as” The former nation belonged to An Duong Vuong ....“ . Some other
antique Chinese book also describe An Duong Vuong was the son of King Thuc but they do
not describe exactly the origin of the King Thuc, who the King was and where the Thuc
nation was ...

So sets of antique history books of Vietnam such as “ Viet su luoc “  (Vietnamese
brief history) in the XIV century also describe similar origin of An Duong Vuong : “ by the
end of Chinese Zhou dynasty , Hung Vuong was overthrown by the son of King Thuc
named Phan . He built up citadel in Viet Thuong (Co Loa - Dong Anh , Ha Noi) and
proclaimed himself as An Duong Vuong without dependence on the Zhou dynasty®. In the
XV century while compiling the book “ Dai Viet su ky toan thu “ (General history book of
Dai Viet) , Ngo Si Lien basing on the book “ Linh Nam Chic Quai “ describes An Duong
Vuong more clearly and divided it into a separated period called “ The Thuc era “ . He
wrote: “ An Duong Vuong with the family name was Thuc and named Phan, He belonged to
ethnic group of Ba Thuc, reigned for 50 years and the capital was in Phong Khe (Co Loa
citadel). In the year 257 B.C the King took control Van Lang nation and changed the
national name to Au Lac™?.

! History book “ Dai Viet su ky toan thu “ — history publisher- H1960 page 14
? History book “ Dai Viet su ky toan thu “ — Social science publisher , H — 1972 page 64 .



Ngo Thi Si - a historian in the end of XVIII century shared the same opinions with
the book “ Dai Viet Su ky toan thu “when writing about An Duong Vuong but he disagreed
with the assumption that An Duong Vuong had family name “ Thuc *“ and belonged to Ba
Thuc ethnic group™.

At that time , the Vietnamese feudal historians stated that Thuc Phan - An Duong
Vuong was the son of King Thuc, belonged to Ba Thuc ethnic group (Si chuan - China). He
set up Au Lac nation in 257 B.C . In 1821, Phan Huy Chu compiled the set “ Lich trieu hien
chuong loai chi “ and submitted it to Kinh Minh Menh . He wrote : “An Duong Vuong

named Phan, belonged to Ba Thuc ethnic group .

Till the period of King Tu Duc (1848 - 1883), in the history set of books “Kham dinh
Viet su thong giam cuong muc “ expressing a doubt : “The Thuc nation by the fifth
generation of Thuan Tinh Vuong of the Zhou dynasty (316 B.C) was defeated by the Jin
dynasty. Was there the King of Thuc nation ? . Besides , from Thuc nation to Van Lang
nation there was a long distance of about two thousands to three thousands miles through
many nations of Kien Vi (now belongs to Yun nan, China), Da Lang, Cung, Tac and Nhiem
Mang (These are barbaric regions in the West and South of Yun nan) so King Thuc could

not pass these nations to attack Van Lang nation™”.

In the brief history book “ Viet Nam su Luoc “, while concerning about the origin of
the Thuc dynasty , it confirmed “ The Thuc dynasty in Vietnamese history is not the Thuc
dynasty in China (Ba Thuc in Si chuan)” . Ngo Tat To also stated that “Our Nam nation

does not have An Duong Vuong of the Thuc dynasty”*.

The Vietnamese feudal historians doubted about the time and the space which clearly
shows that the Thuc nation was perished in 316 B.C . The last King of the Thuc dynasty
who was Khai Minh , was killed in Vu Duong and his son died in Bac Loc Son , therefore it
was impossible for “King Thuc’s son” to cross thousands of miles, through forests, many
nations’ territory to invade Van Lang nation in 257 B.C . The contradictory differences help
to make these doubts become clearer . So it can be possible to reject the assumption about
the origin of Ba Thuc for Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong . The research on Thuc Phan - An
Duong Vuong has drawn more attention from people, especially after gaining peace in the
North of Viet Nam. This is the beginning stage of the country construction and some new
results are obtained, more documents are founds so there have new assumptions introduced .

In 1963 , ethnologists have found the popular folk tale of Tay ethnic group in Cao
Bang province titled “ Cau chua cheng vua “ (nine Lords struggle for the throne) with the
content : By the end of Hung Vuong dynasty, there was a nation in the South of China

! History book “ Dai Viet su ky tien bien “ — Social science publisher-K 1997 page 45 .

2 Phan Huy Chu — Book “ Lich trieu hien chuong loai chi — nhan vat chi «

¥ Book “ Kham dinh Viet su thong giam cuong muc “ — educational publisher — H 1998 page 79 .
* Ngo Tat To, Tao Dan, No3, 13 April 1939 .



called Nam Cuong which included the West of Guang Xi (China) and the area of Cao Bang
at present . Nam Cuong nation had 10 regions, in which the King lived in the central region
with the capital of Nam Binh (now it is in Cao Binh, Hung Dao commune, Hoa An district,
Cao Bang province) . The other nine regions were under the control of nine lords. Since
young, Thuc Phan proved to be capable man . He challenged nine lords to join boxing
competition in order to choose the winner to become the King . Neither The result was
gained nor there was the winner. Thuc Phan Thought out another competition . This time
every lord competed according to his own talent in three days and nights. Anyone who
finished his work in time would be the King. These challenges were set out as the following
: Going to China to get the copper drum , using bow and arrow to shoot down all the leaves
of an ancient banyan - tree , composing one thousand poems , transplanting rice - seedlings
from Phieng Pha to plant in Tong Chup, making *“ dragon” boat , cutting stone to make a
pair of clogs , baking bricks to build the King’s citadel, making hundred of needles from
ploughshares . Thuc Phan both made the agreement with the lords and sent nine pretty and
talented girls to follow and to disturb their work .

As the result, the lords wasted a lot of their effort worth nothing. Thuc Phan
remained the King and all the lords surrendered. Nam Cuong nation became prosperous but
the neighboring weak Van Lang nation was subject to invasion from the Qin dynasty. King
hung handed over the commanding authority to Thuc Phan to resist Qin dynasty. After the
victory, King Hung handed the throne to Thuc Phan and the two nations were unified to
become Au Lac nation. Thuc Phan proclaimed An Duong Vuong with the capital in Co Loa
(Dong Anh district , Ha Noi).

The tale (nine lords struggle for the throne) is illustrated by the vestiges, relics and
actual place names in Cao Bang province such as Tong Lan (rolling drum) in Thinh Vuong
commune, Nguyen Binh district, Tong Chup (Hung Dao commune, Hoa An district), Khau
Lua (Be Trieu commune, Hoa An district), the big pair of stone clogs in Ban Thanh, Be
Trieu, Hoa An), Phieng Pha plot (Mai Long commune, Nguyen Binh), the place for
composing poems, making needles, baking bricks and building the citadel are all in Cao
Bang province . The assumption about Thuc Phan origin as “ local habitant * has also been
reflected in the fairy story, register, worships and folk memory. An Duong Vuong - Thuc
Phan is considered as an honorable man who has great merits in the process of national
construction and defense .

According to the above tale , many researchers concentrate on Cao Bang to find out
the native land of Thuc Phan and confirm him to be the leader of the Tay Au allied tribes in
the North of Van Lang nation. With this alliance it became one nation :” Nam Cuong,
including 10 regions , (nine regions of nine lords and the central region of Thuc Phan) was
formed with 10 tribes in an inhabited area of the South of Guang Xi, Cao Bang and might



be broader area to the mountainous region, the Northern part in the North and the center was

Cao Bang “.

Professor Dao Duy Anh comments : “the discovery of the tale by Tay ethnic group
helps us change our arguable opinions about the formation of Au Lac nation as exposed in
the book of ancient history of Viet Nam” , the professor wrote :

“Generally we can say that the Northern part Ta Giang river , Huu Giang river basin
and the up stream area of Lo, Gam, and Cau rivers are the inhabited area by Tay Au tribes
which became an allied tribe of Nam Cuong with the supreme leader Thuc Phan™?,

In an assay on Au Lac nation and An Duong Vuong, the writer Nguyen Huy Hinh
stated Thuc Phan was the leader of Lac Viet group, Tay Au was a nation of Viet people,
therefore the Hung - Thuc conflict was s really internal struggle of the Au Lac people™. So
far, fairy stories and tales of Hung Vuong and An Duong Vuong have described Thuc Phan
as descedent or “maternal nephew” of King Hung.

Basing on the above almanac and tales, we can state: Thuc Phan was not the Son of
King in Ba Thuc in Sichuan (China). He should be confirmed as an old Tay ethnic person -
The Leader of Tay Au allied tribes with the centre of Cao Bang. This is more clearly
illustrated in the tale “Nine Lords struggle for the throne” with rational factors and historical
characteristics. So, it is necessary to further study and research. At present the customs, folk
tales from Co Loa and surround area are similar to the explanation of origin of Thuc Phan -
An Duong Vuong as the old Tay ethnic person just as described in the tale “nine Lords
struggle for the throne”. “In the folk memory in Co Loa area, there always have been
remembrance of the origin of “the upper land person” “a mountains leaders” of the King.
Even so, the tale need to tell clearly that the native village of Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong

is Cao Bang™”.

29 ¢¢

So not only Cao Bang people, the scientists, but people in the Northern - part in the
North have since long time considered the origin of Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong from
Cao Bang. This is appropriate to the real history and illustrate further Nationality between
tales and historical characteristics. Above all it considers with assumption by the
Vietnamese and the foreign scientists in studying the ancient history of Vietnam.

At present, the ancient capital of Nam Cuong nation still has considerably clear
traces. The Nam Binh capital has two round of wall (look in the map). The outer round with
the periphery of about 5 km including an area of low hills, run along with

! Phan Huy Le — Tran Quoc Vuong — Ha Van Tan Luong Ninh, history of Viet Nam , chapter | , Universities and
profesional schools publisher — H page 129.

? Dao Duy Anh — Vietnam nation through dynasties — Social Science Publisher — H1964. page: 22.
® Nguyen Duy Hinh — Discussion on Au Lac nation and An Duong Vuong — review KC 3+4 12/1969 page 144-145.
* Nguyen Quang Ngoc, Contribution of ethnic groups in Tay-Thai language in the Vietnamese historical process.
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Bang river about 1 km and reach Bo Ma village in the Southeast citadel and runs past
Ban Phu in about 1 km. At the crossroad near the Duc Chinh, it runs along national road
No.3 is about 1km. The hill foot is made like a natural wall suitable to build a defense line.
The King’s palace is in a flat area in Ban Phu barrack.

The Ban Phu barrack still has clear traces. It was built in a beautiful place facing the
South East direction. It has rectangular shape with the length of over 100 m and width 70 m.
The was the lotus lack of about 7 hectares and the Cao Binh rice field in front of the
barrack. Next to it was the Tong Chup meaning big field, after the competition Lord Tien
Dat could not complete his planning work (the uncompleted place has size equal to a hat),
so it was called Tong Chup. The was a well near the foot of the wall (now it is called Bo
Phu) with clear water all year round. There were Giao and Thien Thanh temple near Lotus
lack where the King used to worship. To the right and the left of the barrack there were
flower garden (Dao Vien), the Queen’s palace as people called it Dong Tam and the other
side is the imperial maid’s place. The up hill was called Thom Dang for keeping elephants.
The place for children was called Ho Nhi. The ancient banyan - tree was near Ban Phu. It is
said that Lord Kim Dan used his bow and arrows nearly shot down all the leaves. Out of the
outer wall and near Dau Go, there was a pair of not readily made stone clogs. It was the
competitive result of Lord Van Thang; go 1 km further along the nation road No.4 on the
right there was a hill called Khau Lua meaning boat hill as the Lord Ngoc Tang has not turn
his boat. Opposite Khau Lua, on the other side of Bang river was the Na Lu barrack (with
the temple of King Le which opens on the lunar 6™. Jan). Having only one door because of
the uncompleted work by Lord Thanh Giang. The other lords who composed Poems, make
needles also failed the competition when they head the sounds of the Drum by Quang Thac
and they thought he was the winner. Lord Quang Thac himself failed his work by the beauty
trap of Thuc Phan when he let the drum roll down the cliff making noise and echoes in the
mountain. This place was called Tong Lan.

From Ban Phu barrack, Thuc Phan held and won the competition from the Lords.
Now the place names the stories about the competition have been deeply remembered
among people as well as the customs being followed. It can be an existing tribal cultural
form which relates to Thuc Phan - An Duong Vuong and Co Loa citadel. These are the
symbols of Golden Tortoise, White chicken which destroyed the wall construction of Co
Loa while Golden Tortoise helped the wall construction. This can be considered sacred
animal which become symbol among the Tay ethnic group. Presently, people still think
Golden Tortoise as the deity helping people in doing good things, resisting against evils,
enemies... In The Tay ethnic group the Tortoise is worshiped by people, but the White
chicken are different. They belong to darkness and deaths,.. The Tay people still consider
“Phi Cay” (chicken - demons) as a fierce phenomenon as it bring disasters to people when
being haunted. The Tay people called White chicken as “Cay Khoan” meaning it calls the
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soul in the “Don Lau” ceremony for children. White chicken are often used in this activity".
Therefore the White chicken become ghost and animal bringing bad luck to people. The Tay
people do not keep white chicken or kill them for meat in happy ceremonies. ..

With these concepts and customs by the Tay relating to White Chicken and Golden
Tortoise, we can realize: “the similarity to those in the tale about An Duong Vuong building
Co Loa citadel”, “this similarity can be originated from ancient Tay of Thuc Phan - An
Duong Vuong as the King was the Tay so the concepts and customs of the Tay have been
introduced in Co Loa”?.

Recently (in the sixties of previous century) in Cao Bang, there have been “Slua Noc
Soa” (the coat made of pheasant feather), “Sua Noc Cot” (the moor - hen feather coat), and
more luxurious “Slua Cay Nhung” (the Peacock’s feather Coat). These coats were similar to
the “goose feather coat” of Mi Chau. The pronunciation of Mi Chau is similar to Tay dialect
“Me Chua” or “ Me Chau”, those mean the princess. The place names of Co Loa as the
linguists analyze have original sound from “Ke Lu”. Many place names in Cao Bang have
the letter “Ke”, near Ban Phu Barrack are “Ke Giang” , “Ke Nong” ... “Ca Lo”, “Co Ly”
are similar to “Co Lo” in Co Loa. Many place name around Ban Phu have a relation that
shows the relation between Nam Bing capital and Loa Thanh capital of Thuc Phan - An
Duong Vuong.

That is reasonable development with continuity which make clear and contribute to a
confirmation: Thuc Phan had origin from Cao Bang and took part in the formation of Au
Lac nation, contributed to the process of making a nation in the first stage of Vietnamese
history.

! The writer had to wear yellow coat and carried a chicken to the “ Don Lau “ ceremony in 1961 .

2 Nguyen Quang Ngoc, Contribution of ethnic groups in Tay-Thai language in the Vietnamese historical process.
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